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THE CIA AMND WATERGATE

NICK EAGLETOMN: That's it for MNixon's palitics abroad,
but there were developments on the home front.. Senator Baker,

who has been conducting an investigation of the CIA's invalvement

with Watergate, today released his report. Paz Cohen has bzen
examining it and extracting some interesting information.

PAZ COHEN: In a move some of his colleagues have criticiz
as an attempt to divert attention from Yhite Houss involvement
in those mattcrs'known collectively as "Watergate,” Republican
Senater and Nixon lLoyalist Howard Baker has released a vrepor
highliaohting possible CIA involvement in those illegal domes
actions and noting briefly other probable CIA dermaestic activ
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The report blows the cover on the CiA-backed public
firm of Hullen & Company, which employed former ClA opera
and convicted Watergate conspirator E. Howard Hunt, ENu tha
paper indicates that Muilen President Robert Bennatt knew prior
to the Democratic Haticnal Committee break-in that ‘CuOV rn
campaign headquarters was targeted by a Vhite House break-in
team. Bennett, according to the report, acted as go-betfwsen
for plumbers Hunt and Liddy for two weeks after the Watergate
break~in. Hunt is said to have had extensive contact with
the CIA after August 31st, 1971, although Deputy ClA Director
Yernon Valters said therz had been no further contact past
that date. '

Further, drawing largely on

Ct 2stimonies arnd ma
the report suggests the FBl was dece C

il

t

e te
ad by the CIA conce
hetd by VYWatergate ¢
f=l

C1A collusion in destruction of f ~
ar MeCord's. arrest.

and ex-ClA agent James Hclord just

Former Cl1A Director Helms is cited in the report for orderinc

destruction of CIA tapes approximately one week atter he was
asked by Scnator Mike Mansfield to save evidentiary material.
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Ccrtaln transcripts were also reportedly dostr y@’ possihlvy
including conversations with Mr., Hlixon, Haldeman, Erlichman
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